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EPSCoR Interagency Coordinating Committee 
(EICC)
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- Established in 1992 
- Focus on improving coordination among and between the federal agencies in 

implementing EPSCoR and EPSCoR-like programs consistent with the policies of 
those agencies. 

- Member agencies of EICC are:

National 
Science
Foundation

National 
Aeronautics and 
Space 
Administration

U.S. Department
of Energy

U.S. Department 
of Agriculture –
National Institute 
of Food and 
Agriculture

U.S. Department
of Defense

National Institutes 
of Health



EICC Goals
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• Coordinate federal EPSCoR and EPSCoR-like programs to maximize the 
impact of federal support while eliminating duplication in states receiving 
EPSCoR support from more than one agency.

• Coordinate agency objectives with state and institutional goals, to obtain 
continued nonfederal support of science and technology (S&T) research 
and training.

• Coordinate the development of metrics to assess gains in academic 
research quality and competitiveness and in S&T human resource 
development.

• Exchange information on pending legislation, as appropriate, agency 
policies, and relevant programs related to S&T research and training and, 
to provide responses on issues of common concern.



Interagency Context of Eligibility

• EPSCoR and EPSCoR-like programs in different federal agencies 
operate under varying eligibility criteria.
– NASA and DOE EPSCoR adopt NSF’s eligibility list on an annual 

basis. 
– USDA EPSCoR calculates their own eligibility annually.
– DOD calculates their own eligibility annually. 
– NIH IDeA has been locked into the same eligibility list for many 

years.

• In FY 2015, there was an effort to more tightly link eligibility across 
agencies, but that effort was not successful.
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NSF, DOE, and NASA Eligibility
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In FY 2019, NSF EPSCoR re-examined its eligibility methodology and has 
implemented changes to ensure that it is simple, transparent, fair, and stable. 
These changes incorporate stakeholder feedback and are supported by robust 
data analyses. The new eligibility table utilizing the improved methodology is now 
available on the NSF website and will applies for all FY 2021 EPSCoR 
competitions. 

Please feel free to read and distribute this informational handout about the 
redefined NSF EPSCoR eligibility methodology. Additionally, slides from the 
informational webinar are also available.

https://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/epscor/Eligibility_Tables/EPSCoR_Eligibility_Methodology.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/epscor/presentations/EPSCoR_Eligibility.pdf


NSF, DOE, and NASA Eligibility
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A jurisdiction is eligible to participate in NSF EPSCoR if their most recent 5-year level of total NSF funding is equal to or less than 0.75% of the 
total NSF budget. Jurisdictions above 0.75% but less than 0.80% are allowed to remain EPSCoR-eligible for up to 5 years. 

≤ 0.75%
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NSF, NASA, and DOE EPSCoR FY21 Eligibility
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Recent Activities

• Discussion of agency responses to COVID-19

• Briefing by NSF on Academic Research Excellence and 
Competitiveness (AREC) model, implications, and next steps

• Attending cross-agency awardee meetings



Contact Information
Dept. of Agriculture
Ann Stapleton
E-mail: ann.stapleton@usda.gov

National Science Foundation
Loretta Moore
lmoore@nsf.gov
703-292-7839

National Institutes of Health
Ming Lei
Phone: (301) 435-0765
E-mail: leim@mail.nih.gov
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Dept. of Defense
Jennifer Becker
Phone: (703) 692-2530
E-mail: Jennifer.j.becker.civ@mail.mil 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Jeppie Compton 
Phone: (321) 867-6988 
E-mail: jeppie.r.compton@nasa.gov

Dept. of Energy
Timothy Fitzsimmons 
Phone: (301) 903-9830 
E-mail: tim.fitzsimmons@science.doe.gov

mailto:ann.stapleton@usda.gov
mailto:lmoore@nsf.gov
mailto:leim@mail.nih.gov
https://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/epscor/mail%20to:%20rushyannah.r.killens-cade.ctr@mail.mil
mailto:jeppie.r.compton@nasa.gov
mailto:tim.fitzsimmons@science.doe.gov


Thank You
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